Bicycle Facilities Information
The following information provides some basics on bicycle facilities. It should not be viewed as a comprehensive guide, however. Rather, it provides a framework for understanding the phrase “bicycle facility.” This will allow all interested parties to engage in more fruitful discussions as Spokane moves forward in creating its Master Bicycle Plan, a vision for cycling into the 21st century.
What are Bicycle Facilities?
Bicycle facilities are any physical facility provided for the exclusive or semi-exclusive use of bicycles, including bikeways, bicycle parking facilities and storage facilities, and shared roadways not specifically designated for bicycle use.

What are the specific types of bicycle facilities?

Shared Use Path (Class I)*:  

· A path that provides direct routes for non-motorized users including bicyclists.
This facility is designed and built primarily for use by bicycles, but may also be used by pedestrians, joggers, skaters, wheelchair users (both non-motorized and motorized), equestrians, and other non-motorized users.  The Centennial Trail is an example of a shared use path.
Bicycle Lane (Class II):  

· A portion of a roadway that has been designated by striping, signing and pavement markings for the preferential or exclusive use of bicyclists.
This type of lane is established on streets where it is potentially hazardous for bicyclists to ride in the travel lane.  Bicycle lanes allocate space for cyclists and are often used around parks, libraries, schools, and other places with higher bicycle traffic.
Signed Shared Roadway (Class III):  

· A shared roadway that has been designated by signing as a route for bicycle use.

These routes are designated roadways marked by signs indicating the presence of bicycles.  These routes often have wider lanes or hold some advantage for bicycle users over non-signed roadways.
Shared Roadway (Class IV):  
· A roadway that has been designated for bicycle use.
This is a roadway that is open to both bicycle and motor vehicle travel. This may be an existing roadway, a street with wide curb lanes, a road with paved shoulders or a typical residential street.  There are no signs or markings identifying this type of roadway as a bicycle route.
Bicycle Boulevard:  

· A shared roadway that has been optimized for bicycle traffic.

Through the use of traffic calming devices and traffic diverters, bicycle boulevards serve to act as a quick route and a safe alternative to principal arterials.  Bicycle boulevards typically have lower traffic volumes and slower traffic, creating a safer environment for cyclists.

Design Tools:  
· Designs used to raise the awareness of bicycles and assist in the flow of traffic.

In recent years, cities have implemented innovative tools designed to create a safer environment for both motorists and bicyclists.  Common designs include “sharrows” “bike boxes” “bicycle loop detectors” and “painted intersections.”
*SRTC currently uses the Class designation on its map   
