Bicycle Advisory Board – Overview 2008

www.bikespokane.org
I. Mission of the Bicycle Advisory Board
The BAB was established in 1992 to provide advice and direction to the City Council and all departments and offices of the city on matters relating to bicycling and to raise public awareness of bicycle issues (Section 04.16.020).

II. 2007 Accomplishments

· Established a task force to develop a Master Bike Plan

· Successfully worked with the City and City Council to obtain funding for bicycle facilities on SE Blvd. in conjunction with the 10-Year Street Bond Project

· Received  a technical assistance grant from the National Park Service for work on the Master Bicycle Plan

· Increased visibility and awareness of the BAB and its efforts

· Supported school-based educational opportunities
· Established working relationship with the Bicycle Alliance of Washington 

· Continued to develop working relationships with City departments (e.g. Planning, Engineering, Capital Programs) and SRTC
· Established a working relationship with DSP
· Identified bicycle commuter routes as follow-up to Bloomsday booth project

· Assisted in Connecting the Cities workshop

· Initiated planning efforts for Bike to Work in May 2008 and SpokeFest 2008 in September
III. 2008 Goals & Objectives

1. Draft a Master Bicycle Plan for amendment to the City’s Comprehensive Plan

2. Continue to work with the City to enhance cycling opportunities in Spokane

3. Community outreach & education

4. Continue to develop increased community support for active transportation efforts

5. Identify funding opportunities, to include continued efforts for the 2010 Campaign for Active Transportation with the Rails to Trails Conservancy

6. Grow relationship with the Bicycle Alliance of Washington

7. Programs

i. SpokeFest 2008 (September 7, 2008)

ii. Bike to Work activities (May 12-16 2008); www.biketoworkspokane.org
iii. bike racks & lockers (DSP partnership)

IV. 2008 Focus Area: Policy and Comprehensive Plan

1. Master Bicycle Plan 
A. Work with the City planning, engineering, public works & other departments to codify bicycle facilities and bicycle programs that will be incorporated into the City’s Comprehensive Plan

B. Gather data for the Master Bicycle Plan
i. Community meetings 

ii. Surveys of commuting cyclists, neighborhood residents, cyclists and “potential cyclists”

iii. Review other communities’ bike plans and earlier Spokane Bike Plans

C. Create priority project list

i. Emphasis-increase cycling opportunities to increase numbers of cyclists (commuting, utilitarian, recreational)

ii. Bikeways-primary routes

iii. Identify origin & destination points (e.g. Centers & Corridors, regional bikeways) to encourage connectivity

iv. Destination facilities (e.g. bike racks, lockers)

v. Identify key gaps & dangerous crossings

vi. Balance needs of all cycling sectors
vii. Integrate with regional bicycle planning by working with SRTC
viii. Ordinances that enforce recommendations
2. Bike-Pedestrian coordinator & assist in bike-ped issues
3. Influence transportation design to accommodate cycling traffic
4. Secure additional funding (City, State, Federal)
5. Develop benchmarks to evaluate progress & success
V. 2008 Focus Area: Education & Safety
1. Education (motorists, cyclists & youth)
A. Rights & rules of/for cyclists
B. Funding for printing of Bike Safety Booklets, bookmarks
C. Expand Safe Routes to Schools program
2. PSAs
A. Partnership with law enforcement
VI. 2008 Focus Area: Communication & Outreach
1. Identify & communicate with important community organizations
2. Implement appropriate regular communication and other contacts with identified organizations (e.g. email, presentations, BAB representation at meetings and/or on committees, input into planning processes)
A.   Neighborhood-level: Neighborhood councils, Community Assembly
B.   Transportation and Trails: Spokane County Commute Trip Reduction, Spokane Regional Transportation Council, Inland Northwest Trails Coalition, Friends of the Centennial Trail, Friends of the Falls
C.   Planning: Downtown Plan update, Riverpoint Campus master plan update, University District, neighborhood planning processes
D.  Other

     VII.       2008 Focus Area: Programs

1. Bike-to-Work Events (May 12-16, 2008)

A.   Benefits
i. Health & environment

ii. Economic development

iii. Budget considerations 
                  2.    SpokeFest 2008 (Sunday 0700-1200, September 7, 2008)
        A.   A community event for cyclists of all ages & skills
        B.   Bike ride & expo in Riverfront Park

                  3.    Bike racks & lockers

                                  A.   Developing partnership with DSP for end-of-trip facilities
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