Spokane City Council Study Session
Spokane Bicycle Advisory Board

August 19, 2010

Chapter 04.16 Bicycle Advisory Board 

Section 04.16.020 General Purpose – proposed modification
The bicycle advisory board is established to provide advice and direction to the Mayor, the City Council and all departments and offices of the City on matters relating to bicycling and to raise public awareness of bicycling issues.

Section 04.16.030 Specific Functions.

Without limiting the scope of Section 4.16.020 the bicycle advisory board is given the following functions and responsibilities:

A. to initiate and/or assist in revisions to the City's bikeways plan; 

B. to review proposals and plans for spot improvements and bikeways and provide timely comments to affected agencies; 

C. to review, evaluate and comment on the annual six-year bikeways program; 

D. to promote bicycling as a viable form of urban transportation; 

E. to promote improved safety to reduce accidents and thefts of bicycles by evaluating and recommending changes in design standards for on-street and off-street bikeways, trails and paths accessible to bicyclists, and for secured parking racks and lockers; 

F. to develop possible demonstration projects to encourage commuting through provision of safe, accessible routes, secure bike parking facilities and facilities for commuter clean-up and changing from riding to work clothes. 

Spokane Bicycle Advisory Board - 2010-2015 Strategic Plan 
Mission: "The BAB - A Leader in Making Spokane a Great Place to Ride Bikes" 

Vision: The Bicycle Advisory Board (BAB) functions in 4 primary roles: that of advocate, advisor, educator, and resource.

Advocate: The BAB will promote positive change in culture, policies and programs associated with cycling.

Advisor: The BAB will advise the Mayor, City Council and other decision makers regarding policies and programs associated with implementation of the Master Bike Plan, related comprehensive plan elements, and other relevant plans, policies and programs.

Educator: The BAB will work to identify and support efforts to make bicycling safer in the community.
Resource: The BAB will strive to maintain its reputation as a “place to start” for individuals, organizations, and agencies seeking objective information about bicycling in Spokane.

Goals:

1. Develop alliances

a. Update list of bike contacts and survey on their needs & priorities
i. Metric: Contacts updated every 6 months; survey response rate

b. Business workshop on becoming a Bike-Friendly Business (or present at neighborhood business council meetings)
i. Metric: Progress toward event; number of businesses reached
2. Assist in prioritization of transportation improvements

a. Identify planning, programming and funding cycles for street, roads and related infrastructure improvements by all responsible agencies in Spokane over a 5-6 year horizon.

i. Metric: Completed matrix of above by 12/31/10
b. Identify specific criteria for prioritizing the planning, programming and funding cycles related to street and road improvements by local and state agencies.

i. Metric: A briefing paper outlining priority setting process – criteria with suggestions for modifications, where appropriate, to best address goals and principles of Bicycle Master Plan and “complete streets” by 12/31/2011
3. Increase community awareness of benefits of bicycling and safety

a. Revise Olympia phone survey questions for Spokane; Increase n from 400 to 450 (150 each from Spokane's 3 council districts); Initiate recruitment of student/city interns to conduct survey and collect data
i. Metric: Survey ready to implement first quarter 2011
b. Schedule minimum of 12 "Traffic Skills 101" courses for 2011, all taught by League of American Bicyclist (LAB) League Certified Instructors (LCI). At least four  for women only and at least two family only. Seek subsidy/scholarships for reduced cost and increased access. Consider alternating among city's council districts
i. Metric: Schedule for classes, with accompanying LCIs, by end of 2010
4.      Assess current and develop new sustained sources of funding

    a.   Determine the extent and nature of any City and local gas or sales taxes or other revenue sources.


     i.    Metric: interface with City Council and Bike Ped Coordinator to assess funding sources 


    b.     Determine Federal, State, and local grant applications
5. Implementation of the Master Bicycle Plan

a. Revisions to Plan Commission (prioritization and amendment of routes based upon feasibility, funding, reevaluation; eliminate short-,medium- and long-term wording, etc.)

i. Metric: draft document by 10.01.10
b. Working group to evaluate the Street Standards for MBP facilities
i. Metric: Meeting schedules, list of participants
6. Achieve Silver designation in the next League of American Bicyclists application cycle (4 years)
a. Review scoring matrix and determine areas of improvement
i. Metric: List of areas for improvement to work into strategic plan update 2011
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