
Bicycle Boulevards:  The Berkeley/California Model  

 

Overview: 

Bicycle boulevards are designated roadways which have been optimized for 

bicycle traffic.  Although many experienced riders feel comfortable riding in 

bicycle lanes and on wide-shouldered roads, bicycle boulevards appeal to both 

the recreational rider and the commuter for a number of reasons.  Bicycle 

boulevards often feel safer, provide an uninterrupted, direct route for commuters 

and help to connect paths and roadways to enhance the “bicycle network.” 

 

 

Bicycle Boulevard General Guidelines: 

·  Local street or low-volume collector 

o Generally less than 5,000 ADT 

o Speed Limit 25 mph or less 

·  Non-transit or truck route 

·  Little commercial frontage 

·  Within ¼ of a mile of major street or high-traffic collector 

·  Spaced between ¾ and 1 ½ miles from another bicycle blvd. 

·  Direct and fast route, not much winding 

·  Reasonably continuous, main segments at least ½ mi. long 

·  Traffic signals only at main intersection 

·  Access to major destinations 



 

Traffic Calming:   
 
In most case studies, traffic calming devices did reduce the speed or flow of 
traffic.  In many cases, the number of auto-bicycle collisions dropped.  Also, the 
collisions that did occur resulted in fewer serious injuries for bicyclists.  However, 
some traffic calming devices produced unintended consequences for the riders.   
 

 

 

Traffic Calming Device Potential Positive Impact Po tential Negative Impact 

Street closures and 
diverters 

-reduced traffic by 35 to 
45% 

-upset citizens 

Speed humps -slowed traffic -throw riders 
-uncomfortable 

Traffic circles -slowed traffic -none 
Traffic narrowing (bulb-
outs, etc.) 

-slowed traffic 
-reduced traffic flow (in 
some cases) 

-motorists may drive closer to 
bicyclists 
-motorists try to “beat” 
bicyclists 

Speed reduction 
 

-slowed traffic -none 

Textured road 
 

-slowed traffic -uncomfortable to bicyclists 

Stop signs/controls 
 

-slowed traffic -slows bicyclists 
-increases energy need 



Bicycle Boulevard Toolbox :  These tools are meant to be used together 
and may not be as successful on their own.   
 

 
 
Found at:  
http://www.ci.berkeley.ca.us/transportation/Bicycli ng/BB/Guidelines/linkpa
g.htm  
 
 
 
 



Sketch of a possible bicycle boulevard setup:  
 
 



 
Photos of Bicycle Boulevards 

 
Signage : 
 

       
 

                                
 

Diverters : 
 

      
 



Texture : 
 

 
 
Semi-Permanent Traffic Circle : 
 

 



Bicycle Box : 
 

      
 
 
 
Signal Intersection : 
 

 
 


